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CRATES:  THEIR PURPOSE AND USE 
 
Dogs are natural den animals.  T hey prefer a q uiet, confined, enclosed area where they feel safe and 
secure.  Views on crating dogs have changed for the better over the years; however, some people still 
think of  c rating a s “ caging” t heir do g.  In f act, t he pr oper us e of  a  crate c an he lp i n hous etraining, 
provide secure travel, lower the stress in a dog, keep a dog safe in certain environments, and keep him 
from damaging his surroundings. 
 
Types of crates: 
 
Crates can be made of wire, molded plastic, metal, wood or materials similar to heavy fabric.   
 
Wire crates vary from heavy gauge to l ighter weight t ypes which fold and s tore easily.  W ire c rates 
allow total ventilation and enable the dog to see everything in his environment.  That visual stimulation 
may be  t oo m uch f or s ome dog s.  In t his c ase, t he w ire c rate c an be  covered w ith a  s heet, t hus 
producing the “den” effect.  S ome dogs may pull or chew on t he sheet covering the crate.  To avoid 
this, place a p iece of thin plywood on top of the crate.  The plywood should be large enough to allow 
the sheet to hang a distance from the crate where the dog cannot gain access to the sheet. 
 
Plastic o r m etal ai rline crates are r equired t o s hip a d og b y air.  M ost ai rlines h ave s pecific c rate 
requirements for canine shipping, so consult with your airline carrier.  A n airline-approved crate also 
offers greater protection to the dog in an accident.  Plastic airline crates separate into two halves which 
can be stacked for storage.  T hey are also safer for small dogs or puppies as there is less chance of a 
leg, paw or jaw getting caught in the wire. 
 
Fabric or soft-sided crates are light weight, fold easily, and are convenient when traveling.  A dog must 
be co mpletely crate t rained b efore you can t rust hi m i n a  s oft-sided crate, b ecause t he cr ate can b e 
chewed t hrough or  rolled a nd m oved.  For t hese r easons a  s oft-sided cr ate i s n ot r ecommended f or 
puppies. 
 
Where can I buy a crate?   
 
New crates can be bought in pet shops and discount pet food outlets, from pet catalogs, at dog shows, farm 
supply stores, department stores, or on the Internet.  Used crates can often be found at garage sales and on 
the Internet on Craig’s List.  Be prepared to thoroughly clean and disinfect a previously-owned crate before 
using it.  The price will depend on the size, manufacturer and type.  M any come with a removable floor.  
Some can be ordered with doors on the side or the end, or both.  Various kinds of crate pads are available to 
cushion the bottom of the crate.  Most crate pads are washable. 
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How do you crate train a Poodle puppy or adult? 
 
Most dogs are very accepting of a crate.  Any complaining at first from a puppy is more likely due to 
adjusting to his new environment and perhaps the loss of his littermates.  Place the crate in a room the 
family u ses, such as t he ki tchen.  K eep i t out  of  dr afts a nd a way f rom a ny bl owing hot  or  c old a ir 
vents.  S tart by feeding the Poodle in the crate.  This will make the crate a p ositive place and enable 
him to eat without any interference from other dogs or children in the house.  Establish a routine.  Put 
him in the crate for naps, when he must be left alone for a few hours, or whenever a responsible person 
is una ble t o s upervise hi m.  B e s ure t o r emove a c ollar with ta gs as it might b ecome c aught in  a n 
opening or wire grates.  Always use a cheery tone of voice and a command such as “go kennel” or “go 
to bed” when placing or sending a dog to his kennel, tossing in a treat for a reward. 
 
Housetraining using the crate: 
 
Many people prefer to immediately teach a puppy to only eliminate outside, rising early in the morning 
when he wakes up.  M ost healthy puppies learn to sleep through the night within a few weeks.  Large 
puppies such as a Standard Poodle can be clean through the night as early as 8 weeks.  Smaller puppies 
may take a bit longer.  The length of t ime i t takes to be clean through the night is dependent on the 
routine the Poodle had previously, the size and maturity of the dog’s bladder, and the last t ime food 
and water were given to him.   
 
Housebreaking can b e a chieved more qui ckly i f t he owner i s consistent about us ing a  crate routine.  
Keep the pup  crated for as long as i t can hold i t, then take the puppy s traight outside, giving ample 
opportunity for the pup to relieve himself.  Give the puppy a lot of praise when he eliminates and then 
take him back inside for at least 15 minutes of free time before going back in the crate.  The idea is to 
build up t he amount of time the pup i s able to both hold it and remain free in the house by gradually 
giving the pup l onger pe riods of  f ree t ime inside the house, then crating for a  period of  t ime before 
letting him back outside. 
 
If you find your puppy is soiling the crate pads, towels or blankets in the crate, remove them and keep 
the bottom clear of any bedding.  Some puppies will soil in their crate and hide it in their bedding.  If 
there is no  padding, the puppy must s it in his waste.  M ost puppies will want to avoid this and will 
“hold it” longer.  S ome puppies are used to eliminating on ne wspaper, so the use of paper to line the 
bottom of a crate is not recommended. 
 
What size crate should I buy? 
 
All crates should be large enough to permit the animal to stretch out flat on his side, stand up and turn 
around. If you do not know the approximate adult size of your puppy, buy the larger size.  For an adult 
dog, use a  c rate c lose t o hi s l ength, measuring f rom the t ip of  hi s nose to t he base of  t he t ail.  The 
height and w idth o f t he c rate w ill be  pr oportionate t o t he l ength.  M any wire crates h ave a  l arger 
‘footprint’ in proportion to height than the plastic airline crates. 
 
A temporary crate is most convenient for a puppy.  Look for a used one.  If you must use an adult size 
crate, make it smaller by placing a large plastic box in the back or making a moveable partition out of 
wire or wood.  Make sure whatever you use is safe and secure if the puppy chews on it.  If the crate is 
too large it is not as effective a tool for housetraining, because the puppy can move away from where 
he has eliminated. 
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What do I do if my Poodle does not like the crate? 
 
There are very few dogs that will not accept confinement.  While more common with adult dogs than 
puppies, there are a few which seem to show signs of claustrophobia when crated.  Before giving up, 
try a  di fferent ki nd of  c rate.  If, despite e very e ffort t o us e pos itive m ethods, t he dog  i s obvi ously 
frantic or  pa nicked, i t i s i nhumane t o c ontinue i ts us e.  T hese dog s c an do ph ysical da mage t o 
themselves trying to escape.  I t is always worth trying, however.  In most cases, use of  a  crate will 
prevent or solve undesirable behaviors, enhancing the relationship you have together. 
 
When is use of a crate appropriate? 
 
A dog c rate i s not  r ecommended as a  method of  confinement for a  do g regularly l eft al one al l day, 
although some dogs may learn to tolerate it.  If necessary on a  temporary basis, the dog must be well 
exercised before and after crating.  A dditionally, he will need extensive personal attention when you 
are h ome and f reedom during t he ni ght r ather t han be ing c rated a gain a t be dtime.  It i s a lso v ery 
important t hat t he c rate is l arge enough so he  can s tand e rect and s tretch out  fully on hi s s ide.  An 
oversized crate is recommended.  It must also have a non-spill water dish.  Ideally, someone will come 
during the day to provide a time for elimination and exercise.  An exercise pen (x-pen) can be attached 
to the front of  each s ide of  a  crate, allowing the dog or  puppy more room to move about while still 
being confined and providing a space outside the crate for him to eliminate. 
 
For puppies, a crate can be used as a playpen for general confinement.  It should be large enough for a 
sleeping space with bedding at one end and a papered area for elimination at the other.  Again, a water 
dish must be provided.   
 
Be aware that a puppy raised in this kind of isolation may suffer from lack of socialization, 
leading to difficulties in training, housetraining, and poor social skills with other people and 
dogs.  Dogs are social creatures, and a puppy that lacks sufficient human contact will grow up to be a 
poorly-adjusted dog and pet. 
 
What are the advantages for me of using a crate? 
 
1. You c an l eave your do g hom e alone, know ing he  w ill not  da mage your be longings.  H e i s 

protected, comfortable, and unable to get into trouble. 

2. Housetraining i s eas ier as t he cl ose confinement en courages cl eanliness an d co ntrol.  Y ou can  
establish a regular routine for your dog and prevent accidents in the house. 

3. You c an ke ep t he dog  from be ing unde rfoot or  i n t he way du ring m eals, pr event hi m f rom 
wandering out side when pe ople m ight l eave o utside door s ope n, o r when he  b ecomes ove r-
stimulated and needs time to calm down. 

4. You can t ravel with your dog knowing that he  cannot ge t loose in the car or  escape i f a door  i s 
open and that he cannot distract the driver.  He is safely confined for his protection in an accident, 
and he has the comfort of familiar surroundings when away from home. 

5. If you plan to show your dog in performance venues such as agility or obedience, it is essential that 
the dog be crate trained.  Your dog needs a quiet place to relax while at the show. 
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6. Using a crate as a “t ime out” when a dog is over stimulated and misbehaves gives the dog time to 
calm down.  “Time outs” should be done without any negative emotion from you.  Simply lead the 
dog to the crate, put him in, and close the door. 

 
What are the advantages for my Poodle of using a crate? 
 
1. He has h is own space, a den, where h e can  retire when t ired, s tressed, o r needing t o es cape t oo 

much attention from children in the household. 

2. He can avoid the consequences of undesirable behaviors that have been prevented. 

3. He can more easily learn to control his bodily functions. 

4. He can remain in proximity to the family when supervision is impossible instead of being banished 
to the garage or yard. 

5. He can be included in family outings and trips rather than being left home or at a boarding kennel. 

6. Feeling secure in a crate will lessen his anxiety when he has to be crated at the vet or groomer. 

7. Accustoming your dog to a crate makes shipping the dog much less stressful. 
 
You want a well-mannered pet, and your dog wants to please you.  A dog crate can accomplish this for 
you both.  Additionally, the cost of  a  crate is minor compared to the expense of  replacing furniture, 
carpeting, or veterinary bills from your dog eating inappropriate and harmful objects. 
 

The information contained in this document is current at the time of this writing and is accurate to the 
best of VIP's knowledge. 

_________________ 
 
This information has been provided to you no charge.  You are free to use it p rovided it is used in its 
entirety with no c hanges or  alterations and that the copyright remains intact.  If you have found this 
information to be helpful please consider making a tax-deductible donation to: 
 
Versatility in Poodles 
1929 Van Buren Ave., SE 
Bemidji  MN  56601 
 
Send PayPal donations to:  vip_tsr@yahoo.com 
 
For more information about VIP, you may contact VIP officers at 
http://www.vipoodle.org/docs/aboutvip.html. 
 
This document provided by Versatility in Poodles at http://www.vipoodle.org/. 
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